[Acute myopathy in an asthmatic patient treated with corticoids and muscle relaxants in the intensive care unit].
Acute myopathy occurred in a 49-year-old woman hospitalized in the intensive care unit for status asthmaticus. She was given high-dose intravenous steroid therapy and intubated. Pancuronium bromide was used for prolonged curarization. Flaccid quadriplegia developed with preservation of the deep tendon reflexes. Muscle biopsy showed a myogenic process with disorganized myofibrils and selective loss of thick myosin filaments. This mainly myogenic process would result from the toxic effect of corticosteroids favored by prolonged curarization although the effect of other factors still remains unknown.